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THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF BOTANY 
IN AMERICA^ 

If we go back a generation, say to the 
early '80 's, we find up to this time most of 
the work published by American botanists 
was taxonomic. For some time before this, 
however, evidences of an awakening to 
other aspects of the science were evident 
and the next decade brought an extra- 
ordinary extension of botanical interest 
in other lines of work. Morphology, 
physiology, and especially cytology began 
to demand attention. 

This was the period also when the gov- 
ernment began to consider seriously the 
application of botanical science to the great 
agricultural problems of the country. Most 
of the agricultural experiment stations, 
date from this time, and it is unnecessary 
to point out the great influence which these 
have had in directing the activities of so 
many of the ablest workers in the field of 
botany. 

As one looks back over this period of 
some thirty-five years one can not but be 
struck with the great increase in the num- 
ber of botanical workers and the enormous 
number of publications recording the re- 
sults of their work. 

During the 70 's and early 80 's the oppor- 
tunities for advanced work in botany, aside 
from purely taxonomic work, were very in- 
adequate, even in our best universities ; and 
students who were ambitious to avail them- 
selves of the best instruction in botanical 
methods were almost perforce obliged to 

i Presidential address of Professor Douglas H. 
Campbell, of Stanford University. Read before 
the Botanical Society of America at their dinner 
on December 30, 1914. 



